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acquaintances. During these days Gokhale dropped in at Gandhi's
chambers twice or thrice every week, often in company with friends
whom he wanted Gandhi to meet.
Unexpectedly one day Gandhi received a cable from South Africa :
"Chamberlain expected here. Please return immediately." Accord-
ing to his promise, Gandhi gave up the chambers and prepared to
start for South Africa. He had an idea that the work in Africa would
keep him engaged for a year or so, and, therefore, retained the bun-
galow and left his wife and children behind. But he took with him
four or five youths, one of whom was Maganlal Gandhi. The Gandhis
were a big family and he wanted these youths to leave the trodden
path, venture abroad and be self-reliant.
Gandhi sailed for Natal in December 1902.